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follow. Allow the silo to dry out thoroughly before silage is put into it. Do not mix paint in the barn where an empty white lead container might be carelessly set aside. Cows like lead and will eat it readily. If paint is to be scraped off from old surfaces, be sure to dispose of it properly.
Arsenic poisoning
It is surprising that more cases of arsenic poisoning are not reported on farms. Arsenic is common in various farm operations and is a part of many preparations. Arsenic is used in the form of paris green. It is also an important part of many live-stock dips and rat poisons, Many stock tonics and condition powders contain arsenic. These have been known to cause poisoning. Used properly, arsenic is of value, but serious accidents sometimes follow careless handling. Paris green is almost universally employed to destroy many insect pests and unless care is exercised live-stock may be poisoned. When farm animals are dipped in preparations containing arsenic, they should not be permitted to drain off in yards where fodder is stored. Poisoning has been reported from licking dry dips. Arsenic pastes used as rat poisons should be handled in such a way as to prevent other farm animals from having access to them. Arsenic poisoning may be caused by the contamination of water and forage in the neighborhood of a smelter when refuse containing arsenic is allowed to drain into a stream. Arsenic is employed in veterinary medicine as a drug. When used by uninformed persons in too large doses, poisoning may occur. Arsenious oxide and its salts are the commonest forms of arsenic. Arsenic, unlike lead, is eliminated from the body rapidly through the kidneys. The poisonous dose for a cow is from 200 to 700 grains.
The sudden appearance of violent colic pains, together with excessive thirst, straining and diarrhea should make the owner suspicious of arsenic poisoning. The recent use of preparations containing arsenic will help to make recog-